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FOR ROME - PLS PASS FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, FAO, MX 

SUBJECT: RATIFICATION OF IFAD AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE 067048 

1 . ECONOFF DISCUSSED SUBJECT OF REFTEL WITH DIAZ THOME, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS OF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND GAVE HIM AIDE-MEMOIRE. DIAZ THOME 
SAID THAT SUBJECT WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY GOM AND HE 
WAS CURRENTLY WRITING MEMORANDUM ON IT. HE APPRECIATED 
OUR VIEWS; HOWEVER, MATTER WAS NOW A "DELICATE" SUBJECT. 

2. DIAZ THOME THEN LAUNCHED INTO AN APPARENTLY IRRELEVANT 
MONOLOGUE ABOUT MEXICO BECOMING AN OIL EXPORTING NATION 
WITHIN A FEW YEARS. FURTHER HE COMMENTED THAT ALL NEW 
PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS OF MEXICO WERE UNDER 
REVIEW. ALSO MATTER WAS COMPLICATED BECAUSE MEXICO DID 
NOT HAVE AMBASSADOR IN ROME AT THIS TIME. 

3. HE COULD GIVE US NO ESTIMATE WHEN GOM MIGHT MAKE A 
DECISION ON RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT BUT HE AGREED THAT 
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SECRET BALLOT HAD TO BE RETAINED FOR IMPORTANT AND 
SENSITIVE ISSUES. 

4. COMMENT: MEXICO IS PROBABLY REVIEWING POSITION ON 

IFAD, AND PROBABLY OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AS WELL, 
TO REFLECT NEW FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS MEXICO WOULD BE 
UNDER PRESSURE TO ASSUME AS AN OIL EXPORTING NATION IN 
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